Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.083; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.7.
The title compound, {[Zn(C 3 H 3 N 2 )(C 3 H 4 N 2 ) 2 ]NO 3 } n , is a onedimensional coordination polymer along [011] with the Zn II atom coordinating to four imidazole/imidazolide rings. The Zn II atom has a regular tetrahedral geometry with the planes of the two monodentate imidazole rings inclined to one another by 87.94 (17) , while the planes of the bridging imidazolide rings are inclined to one another by 39.06 (17) . In the crystal, the chains are linked via bifurcated N-HÁ Á Á(O,O) hydrogen bonds, forming sheets parallel to (001). These twodimensional networks are linked via C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and a C-HÁ Á Á interaction, forming a three-dimensional structure.
Related literature
For imidazole systems in biological systems, see : Brooks & Davidson, (1960) . For the crystal structure of a similar compound, see : Fu et al. (2007) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Anbalagan & Lydia (2011) . For standard bond lengths, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 3 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the N1/N2/C1-C3 imidazole ring. (Brooks & Davidson, 1960) . Against this background and to ascertain the molecular structure and conformation of the title compound, the crystal structure determination has been carried out.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . Atom Zn1 has a regular tetrahedral geometry and the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are normal. It is a one-dimensional zigzag polymer with atom Zn1 coordinating to four imidazole units. This structure is similar to that observed for the compound catena-(bis(µ2- [Fu et al., 2007] . Two of the imidazole units are related by a two-fold screw axis and bridge the zinc atoms. The Zn-N bond distances vary from 1.9871 (18) 
In the crystal, the chains are linked via bifurcated N-H···O/O hydrogen bonds forming sheets parallel to (001); (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ). These two-dimensional networks are linked via C-H···O hydrogen bonds and a C-H···π interaction forming a three-dimensional structure.
S2. Experimental
The title compound was synthesized following a published procedure (Anbalagan & Lydia, 2011) . To an ethanol solution (30 ml) of imidazole (1.0 g, 4.2 mmol) was added an ethanol solution of Zn(NO 3 ) 2 .6H 2 O (0.32 g, 1.1 mmol) and the mixture was stirred for 30 min at room temperature. The solvent was removed under vacuum. The white powder obtained was washed several times with water and ether. The final product was dissolved in 5-10 ml of ethanol and allowed to crystallize in a desiccator containing P 2 O 5 for 4 days. Colourless crystals were obtained [yield > 90%], which were filtered, washed with cold ethanol and dried under vacuum.
S3. Refinement
NH H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and refined with distance restraints: N-H = 0.88 (2) Å with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). The C-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their parent atoms: C-H = 0.93 Å with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with atomic labelling [Symmetry codes: (a) -x+1, y+1/2, -z+1/2; (b) -x+1, y-1/2, -z+1/2]. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Figure 2
A view along the b-axis of the crystal packing of the title compound. Hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed bonds (see Table 1 for details; H atoms not involved in these interactions have been omitted for clarity). Extinction coefficient: 0.0081 (9)
catena-Poly[[[bis(1H-imidazole-κN

Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, º) Cg1 is the centroid of the N1/N2/C1-C3 imidazole ring. Symmetry codes: (iii) −x, −y+1, −z+1; (iv) x, −y+3/2, z−1/2; (v) x, −y+3/2, z+1/2; (vi) x, −y−1/2, z−3/2.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å
C2
